
the ONLY starting point for any projectéé.. 
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The roots of Datum lie in the production of precision Pattern 
and Model equipment for the Foundry and associated 
Engineering industries. 

Over the years we have developed into recognised specialists 
in the production of GRP / Composite Products for the Rail 
industry. 

We are the No.1 choice of global OEMs, ROSCOs and TOCs 
alike  

Datum are peerless in the market place - We can manufacture 
complete assembled parts from start to finish ïall tooling is 
manufactured `in -house`. Any specialty sub -assembly 
requirements can be procured through our extensive and 
quality network of approved suppliers & partners.    

Our well -equipped Engineering facility offers 22,000 sq. ft . 
packed with the very latest CAD / CAM technologies coupled 
with traditional practices offering a full TURN -KEY solution to 
our well established Client base  
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Datum have an extensive customer base across various 
market sectors, however the core business is supporting our 
key rail customers.
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5ŀǘǳƳΩǎ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ

April 
1997

ωDatum 
Pattern & 
Model 
Makers 
established 
located on 
Alfreton Road

1998

ωMoved into 
larger 

premises on 
John Street

2002

ωDatum 
Composites 
established

September 
2007

ωDatum 
Composites 
move into 

new 
dedicated 

larger site on 
Ascot Drive

ωMove due to 
increased 

order book

February 
2015

ωDatum 
Composites + 
Garrandale

Group 
successful in 

winning 
prestigious 
Crossrail
contracts  

February 
2016

ωDatum move 
into custom 

designed 
premises ς
22,000sq.ft 
facility bring 
the business 
together on 

one site 

2017

ωIntroduce 
Prepreg
Phenolic 

ωIncrease use 
of vac-bag 
process

ωInstall In-
House 

Painting 
facility 

ωEstablish 
Datum as Full 

System 
Provider, 
including 

sourcing and 
assembly of 

all metalwork 
and other 

componentry.

2020

ωInstall 
Autoclave

ωIncrease 
turnover ς
target £4M

ωNo. 1 supplier 
of Pattern & 

Tooling + 
Composite 

Components 
and 

Assemblies to 
the Rail and 
associate 
markets



Composites Team

ASSEMBLY

DAVID TAYLOR
Managing 
Director

SALES AND
MARKETING

INVENTORY
AND LOGISTICS

PRODUCTION
PLANNING

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY & 
PROCUREMENT

JOHN STONE
Inspection

OPERATIONS

MATERIAL PREP

PRODUCTION PLAN

CONTRACT
REVIEW

INSPECTION
- Prototype / 1st Off
- Goods In
- In Process
- Final

LOGISTICS

B2B E-LOGISTICS 
(SupplyOn)

CAPACITY PLANNING

PAINTING

TECHNICAL SALES
VISITS / CALLS INVENTORY

MANAGEMENT

LAMINATING

NCR REPORTING
ADVERTISING

CURING

WIP MANAGEMENT

TRIMING

TRADE SHOWS
BONDING

CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION

RESOURCE PLANNING

NETWORK 
MANAGEMENT

DATA SECURITY

MATERIALS PLAN

HUMAN
RESOURSES

INDUCTION AND
EMPLOYEE 
RECORDS

TRAINING

HEALTH & SAFETY

IAN GOODACRE
Operations / Quality 

Manager

STEVE ROBERTS-DOWNING

Night Shift Foreman
CALLUM WORRALL

Laminating Foreman
STEPHEN BURDEN

Trim / Finish Foreman
ALAN CRIPWELL
Office Admin / IT

MANUFACTURINGQUALITY ASSURANCE

Non-Conforming
Goods management

NCR REPORTING

PAP Management
Inc. APQP

CONTINUOUS
IMPROVEMENT

QUALITY SYSTEMS
Inc. System Auditing

SUPPLIER QUALITY ASSURANCE

GARY SAMWAYS
Business / Quality 

Systems Consultant



DATUM COMPOSITES

First Steps 

The Composite Products arm of Datum began to form in 
the early part of 2002. Historically Datum had always 
manufactured prototype model equipment for its 
customers to evaluate new designs and ideas. On 
occasions this also meant producing one or two prototype 
GRP items for a more detailed evaluation. After this stage 
was completed the project would move away from Datum 
and into the hands of specialist producers, so it was a 
natural step that Datum took to becoming a supplier of 
production GRP items. 

Our beginnings



Facts & Figures

¶ Location: ASCOT BUSINESS PARK, DERBY, UK.
(15 min. to M1 motorway, 20 min. to East Midlands Airport)

¶ Buildings: Factory 20,000 sqft + Office 2000sq ft

¶ Full suite of CAD / CAM services available 

¶ Full TURN-KEY solution

¶ Staff: 60 total (6 office + 52 factory)

¶ Capacity for expansion 

¶ Turnover: 2015/16 c£2.6m



Quality

¶ Quality Management System

accredited to ISO 9000:2008

¶ Many customer approvals, including

D B Schenker/ GMRT 2450 (BT)

¶ On path to gain IRIS accreditation

¶ Exploring accreditation for Bonding

¶ Executive Board member of Rail Forum 

East Midlands



Composite Products ςDatum your one stop shop

Datum - The Total Solution 
All through the stages of design Datum assist their Customers in advising 
on production techniques and all aspects of moulding. 
Datum offer the full `Turnkey Solution` from CAD Concept part to Reality 
Part and sub-assembled if required. Our Customers have one point of 
contact through the whole process ensuring quality outcomes.

ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΧΧ
Pattern & 
Tooling

Prototype / 
Mock-up

GRPhPanel 
Manufacture

System Assembly 
& Finishing

Χǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅRepair



Composite Products ςDatum your one stop shop

Early engagement with Customers on concept design is 
vital to ensure process and design are optimised for the 
chosen application.
Datum have extensive experience and skills in this area 
gained from the many and varied projects it has supported 
and the in-house product technical knowledge of FRP 
manufacture.

A Project file is created for each new major project and 
follows the PAP product introduction process.

ΧΦŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ


